
Counting our Blessings... February 8, 2019 

 We enjoyed a great Catholic Schools Weeks (3 days), with many events and 
activities that have highlighted our weeks! Our CSW weeks began with staff 
members serving coffee, rolls, fruit, muffins, etc. to our families and parishioners to 
say “Thank you”! We enjoyed students in grades 2-6 demonstrating their 
knowledge of their faith/religion at our 9th Annual Catechism Bee. Our students/
families did a great job of supporting local agencies (Veterans, Fire Dept., Oasis, 
New Hope Shelter, etc.) with our Care Packages along with items for the I Care 
About Others March. Thank you to all the volunteers (parents and staff) who 
worked behind the scenes to prepare for KidFest and for those who worked a shift 
serving food, running a game, helping with clean-up, etc. This event would not have 
been a success without your help and support! This event, while a school 
fundraiser, is meant to provide a great time for our students as part of Catholic 

Schools Week! 

 We are proud of our 2nd graders who were great leaders for our School Liturgy on 
Wednesday! Our parents, grandparents, and other special  guests are always 
welcome to join us for our School Liturgy. Your presence as we celebrate the 
Liturgy is truly appreciated! We also appreciate the Dads, or special guests, who 
joined us for Donuts with Dad on Wednesday. Thank you for making this event a 

priority for you and your child/ren. 

 Thank you to the parents who continue to make payments on their Sacrificial Intent, 
Scrip, or Tuition commitments. Your faithfulness to honor your financial 

commitment bears witness on your faith and character!  

 Our staff will be meeting soon to discuss our plans for March is Reading Month. 
This is a very exciting time of the school year to celebrate Reading success and 
encourage an important life long skill. We will provide a March activity calendar for 

all of our families to follow. 

 I have had several parents ask me about our status regarding the number of 
weather related school cancellations we have had and the need to make up any of 
these days. We must have 180 days of school each year or 1098 hours of 
instruction, which does not include a maximum of 6 days that are cancelled due to 
weather. We are allowed to request a waiver of 3 additional days from the State of 
Michigan, in addition to the six that all schools are entitled to. We currently have 11 
days where school has been cancelled. It is possible, and probably very likely, that 
we will have additional days cancelled. I will apply for the waiver to see if the State 
of Michigan will grant us the additional 3 days, or see if they will give all of the 
schools in Michigan additional days because of so many schools missing multiple 

days of instruction. 

From the Principal St. Ann School 
Mission Statement 
We at St. Ann School are guided by the 
Holy Spirit to provide an exceptional 
Catholic education for students 
spiritually, academically, physically, and 
socially. 
 

Vision  
St. Ann School is committed to the 
development of the whole child in 
Catholic Faith, academic excellence, 
strong athletics, and Christian service. 
 

Weekend Mass Schedule 
Saturday:  4:00pm 
Sunday:  8:30am, 10:30am,  
 and 5:30pm 
  

February Events 

11 - Spirits vs Heritage, 5:30pm 

13 - Spirits @ St. Mary, 5:30pm 

13 - Sacramental Prep Mtg for  

 2nd-3rd grades, 5:45pm 

14 - Valentine’s Day 

15 - NO SCHOOL, President’s Day Wknd 

18 - NO SCHOOL, President’s Day 

21 - Spirits @ Heritage, 5:30pm 

25 - CAPS Late Start, No AM Bussing 

25 - Spirits vs St Mary - 5:30pm 

26 - Sacramental Prep, 3rd grade First 

 Eucharist Retreat, 5:00pm 

26 - Parent Advisory Council Mtg., 

 6:00pm at Caberfae Peaks 

28 - Spirits @ St Michael, 5:30pm 

SAS Website & Facebook 
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Early Education Informational Meeting 
St. Ann School offers an exceptional early childhood education in a faith-filled 
environment. Children develop at different rates, especially during early childhood. What 
is the difference between Preschool, Junior Kindergarten and Kindergarten? The variety 
of programs we offer gives parents the opportunity to select the class that best fits their 

child’s needs.  

Get the facts, meet the teachers, tour the classrooms. Our Informational 

Meeting is Thursday, March 14, at 6:30pm.  

 

http://www.stanncadillac.org/
http://www.dioceseofgaylord.org/child-protection-22/
https://logins2.renweb.com/logins/ParentsWeb-Login.aspx
https://www.facebook.com/stanncadillac/
http://www.dioceseofgaylord.org/
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Statement regarding Fr. Matthew Cowan 

02/06/2019 

The Diocese of Gaylord has become aware of a group that describes itself as an activist group of Catholics which held a press 
conference today and circulated materials regarding a personnel issue involving two diocesan priests That group did not notify the 
Diocese about the press conference, nor did it send the Diocese the news release. In response to media inquiries, the Diocese of 

Gaylord released the following statement: 

 

On August 21, 2018, Fr. Matthew Cowan, a priest of the Diocese of Gaylord, presented an allegation of sexual misconduct against 
Fr. Dennis Stilwell, another priest of our diocese. The incidents were alleged to have occurred in 2015. The allegations did NOT 
involve a minor. Consistent with diocesan practice, Fr. Cowan’s complaint was reported to civil authorities prior to commencement of 
an independent and methodical investigation of his allegation. Fr. Cowan was also encouraged to contact local law enforcement if he 

desired. 

Following the independent investigation, the Diocesan Review Board (which is also an independent body composed primarily of laity 
from throughout the diocese) met and concluded that the allegation did not reach the level of credible and substantiated sexual 

misconduct. 

After being informed of the Review Board’s conclusion, Fr. Cowan offered additional information he thought supported his complaint. 

The investigation was reopened and that investigation is ongoing. The Review Board will meet to evaluate the additional information. 

On January 7, 2019, Bishop Steven Raica placed Fr. Cowan on Administrative Leave and his permission for public ministry was 
withdrawn. Bishop Raica’s decision was NOT based on Fr. Cowan’s allegations. The bishop’s administrative decision involves what 
should be a private and confidential issue between a bishop and one of his priests. Bishop Raica makes any such decisions only after 
prayerful consideration of all of the information or concerns he may have (which may include both public and confidential information) 

in accordance with Church Law. 

Fr. Cowan had been serving as Parochial Vicar for the parishes of St. Stephen in Lake City, St. Theresa in Manton, St. Ann in 

Cadillac and St. Edward in Harrietta. 

Fr. Michael Janowski remains as Pastor of the four parishes. Bishop Raica has appointed Msgr. Frank Murphy, a senior priest of the 
diocese (former Pastor to all four parishes there and previous Vicar General of the Diocese of Gaylord) to assist Fr. Janowski in 
providing pastoral and sacramental care. Msgr. Murphy is well known in the community having served there for many years prior to 

his retirement in 2017. 

Fr. Dennis Stilwell is currently Pastor at St. Francis Xavier in Petoskey. 

The diocese does not intend to make any further comment about this matter at this time. 

Bishop Raica and the Diocese of Gaylord remain committed to continuing our efforts to prevent sexual abuse of any person by those 
representing the Church in our diocese, to report and respond to allegations of sexual misconduct, and to bring about healing where 
abuse has occurred. For more information about what the diocese is doing to protect children and for helpful resources and 

information about how to make a report, go to: http://www.dioceseofgaylord.org/child-protection-22/ 

 

Resource: http://www.dioceseofgaylord.org/news/101/2167/ 

http://www.dioceseofgaylord.org/child-protection-22/
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February Altar Servers 
 

2.9.19 4:00pm Emma Cooper 
  Ellora Bengelink 
 
2.10.19 8:30am Jaylyn Hamilton 
  Andrew Kornacki 
  
2.10.19 10:30am Lydia Owens 
  Ayden Southwick 
  Grace Drabik 
 
2.10.19 5:30pm Avery Meyer 
  Erin Meyer 

Scrip 
Don’t forget we have an ongoing monthly Scrip contest. Purchase at least $100 of 
Scrip per month to be entered in a drawing. Each month a winner is drawn for a $10 
Scrip certificate. What an easy way to budget the purchase of your $1000 family 
requirement. Thank you for participating in our Scrip Program! 
Congratulations to Aaron & Jen Mazza for being the January Scrip winner! 

Catechism Bee Winners | Congratulations to the following winners of our 9th Annual Catechism Bee.  

Primary Division: Grades 2-3 
1st Place: Tessa Ouwinga 
2nd Place: Allison Parkes 

3rd Place: Veronica Peterson 

Intermediate Division: Grades 4-5 
1st Place: Elizabeth Korson 

2nd Place: Erin Meyer 
3rd Place: Max DeVries 

Advanced Division - Grade 6 
1st Place: Claire Rodebaugh 

2nd Place: Grace Drabik 
3rd Place: Scarlett Jensen 

Congratulations to the following winners 
of our Themed Basket Raffle. 
 
Mexican Basket - Nancy Bandeen 
Family Game Night - Elijah Mac 
Tool Time - Amanda Taylor 
Sports Spectacular - Lindsey LaGrow 
Movie Night - John 
Bow Wow Basket - Shannon Rische 
Sugar & Spice - Nan Kamaloski 
Chocolate Lovers - Susan Hess 
Downtown - Krannitz Family 
Camping - Jessica Abee 

KidFest Themed Basket Winners 
KidFest Fun 

Donuts with Dad 
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Congratulations to our January Character Award Winners for 
“ACADEMICS” 

(Back row L-R) Grace Zuback | 5G, Hunter Alspaugh | 3G,  
Sara Peltier | 4G, Anna Grover | 6G,  

(Front Row L-R) Addi Ladd | 1G Oliver Peterson | KG,  
and Jake Machin | 2G 

In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus taught his followers how to 
live as his disciples. He spoke about the meaning of true 
happiness and how to achieve it. Jesus said that people will be 
happy only if they live as he did and completely trust in God. 
These teachings are known as the Beatitudes, and we too are 
called to follow them. 
 
Many of the phrases found in the Beatitudes are accurate 
descriptions of this month’s Dignity and Respect Award recipient: 
 
“Blessed are the meek”...She is humble, and realizes that her 
talents and abilities come from God. 
 
“Blessed are those who hunger for righteousness”… She greatly 
desires to do God’s will in our world.  
 
“Blessed are the merciful”...She consistently shows forgiveness 
and compassion.  
 
“Blessed are the peacemakers”...She loves others, and desires 
the peace that comes from loving God and trusting in His will. 
 
This student strives to live the Beatitudes in her daily live and to 
know the true meaning of happiness. It is my great pleasure to 
select Maeve Rojas as January’s Dignity and Respect Award 
recipient. 

-- Mrs. Skinner 

Dignity & Respect Award Winner 

In keeping with the Catholic school theme of doing 
for others, students collected toiletries for our “I Care 
About Others” March. The items were distributed to 
Oasis (shelter for women), Life Resources of 
Northern MI (pregnancy center), Council on Aging, 
and New Hope Shelter (homeless shelter for men). 
Thank you for helping us make a difference! 


