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Counting our Blessings...

St. Ann School
Mission Statement
We at St. Ann School are guided
by the Holy Spirit to provide an
exceptional Catholic education
f o r st ud en ts s pi ri tua l l y ,
academically, physically, and
socially.

From the Principal
I would like to inform all of our St. Ann School Staff and Families that I will not be in school the
week of January 18-22 as I will be driving my wife’s car, filled with her clothing, supplies, etc. that
she will need during her time in Florida! It was a difficult decision to make, as I know how important it is to be physically present during Face to Face Learning, but my family responsibilities
needed to come first at this time! I will be working remotely during this week and I very much appreciate the St. Ann School staff members understanding and support, as well as, Fr. Michael’s
support!

Vision
St. Ann School is committed to the
development of the whole child in  We have enjoyed a successful return to school in 2021 as the students and staff continue to
Catholic
Faith,
academic readjust to their daily routines. I am very appreciative of all of our families for continuing to
excellence, strong athletics, and follow the protocols that we are also following here at school! All of you are in our school’s
Christian service.
daily prayers at Morning Prayer to remain safe and healthy!
Weekend Mass Schedule
Saturday: 4:00pm
Sunday: 8:30am, 10:30am

 Thank you to our 6th graders for being great leaders for our School Liturgy on Wednesday! They

did a great job as readers and being role models for our Junior Kindergarten students! We look
forward to our 5th graders being our leaders, along with our Kindergarteners, at next weeks
School Liturgy!

January Events
 We have been informed by Bishop Hurley that we will, at this time, be offering our 2nd-6th grade
15 - End of second marking period
students the opportunity to participate in the Diocesan Catechism Bee! Please go to http://
20 - Sacramental Prep for 1st and
www.dioceseofgaylord.org/school-catechism-bee-materials-1139/ to review the School Catechism
2nd graders
Bee questions and study guides. Parents and/or students need to inform their classroom teachers
26 - Parent Advisory Council
if they are planning on participating.
Meeting
31 - Start of Catholic Schools Week  We will be celebrating Catholic Schools Week January 31 - February 6, 2021. We will, hopefully,
have a CSW calendar attached to next week’s School Newsletter. We don’t know what we will be
February Events
able to do, depending on the status of Coronavirus cases, but we will adapt to the guidelines at
1 - 6 : Catholic Schools Week
that time to enjoy a great week!
12 - No School: President’s Day
 Our 2nd graders are doing their very best to prepare, as well as many of the staff working
Weekend
with them, to receive their Sacrament of Reconciliation. Please make sure, as their parents,
15 - No School: President’s Day
to help them study prayers, know all of the Sacraments, attend Sacramental Prep. meetings,
Weekend
etc. This is an important family commitment!
 I would like to remind all of our families that St. Ann School will be observing President’s Day

Check out
our quick
links:

Weekend with “No School” on Friday, February 12, and Monday, February 15 (a four-day
weekend). We will also have “No School” on Easter Monday, April 5, which extends our
Spring Break by one day.

SAS Website &

 Parents who are considering putting their child(ren) in Preschool, Jr. Kindergarten, or

Kindergarten this fall, please put the following date on your calendars. We will have an
Informational Meeting on Thursday, March 18, at 6:30 pm. Registration for the 2021-2022
school year will be available online beginning March 25, 2021.
Thank you for continuing to experience the true Christmas Season, as Fr. Michael has
asked of all of us, through this Sunday, January 10, which is the Solemnity of the Baptism
of the Lord! We are prone to follow the commercial season, which sometimes leads to
forgetting what we really should be celebrating: the Birth and Baptism of Jesus, our Savior!
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Please continue to inform the school if you are getting tested for COVID-19, waiting for test results, or if you have
symptoms of COVID-19. We need our school parents to be 100% transparent with us so we can do the right thing in
continuing to keep our students, and their families, safe and healthy! We will continue to work with the Health
Department on doing the right thing, as well as, with our parents who are health care workers, including doctors, who
will help guide us in what we need to do.!
In accordance with the National School Lunch Program, on distance/virtual
learning school days, lunch will be available to all St. Ann School children.
You can find the cost and menu at http://www.stanncadillac.org/menu.html
Lunch orders need to be made a week in advance by Tuesday at 1:00 pm.
Lunches will be available for curbside pickup on Friday between 1:00-2:00
pm. Please email: feisterd@stanncadillac.org with your lunch order(s).

Loaves and Fishes
Fr. Michael gives his Blessing.
Thank you for the wonderful
food donations that will help
those in need.

Some Playground Fun!

Our 6th graders did
a great job leading
our School Liturgy
on Wednesday!

We have been informed that because of the licensing we have for our Preschool and After School programs, we are allowed to offer
our school families the opportunity to continue having their child attend the Preschool program and/or attend a Child Care Program
(Preschool - 6th grade students) even if we are in a Distance Learning Phase! The Child Care Program would be available Monday
through Friday, 7:30-5:30, for St. Ann students registered in Preschool through 6th grade. These student's parents would need to be
working parents who would need to sign up their child(ren) for a minimum of two days (3 year old's) or 3 days (4 year old's through
6th grade). Parents would have the option of half day ($12 per day) or full day, ($21 per day). Please let us know ASAP if you are
interested in signing up your child(ren) for this program, have questions about this program, etc. We are trying to be proactive in
sharing this information with you but we are hoping that we delay using this program as long as we can! Students would have the
opportunity to participate in Google Classroom if they were to attend the Child Care Program. I would like to offer this opportunity for
our families, but, as of this time, I don’t have enough interest to offer it. Please respond if you are interested so St. Ann School can
be prepared (if necessary). There is no extra charge for Preschool students beyond the tuition they pay, other than for After School
Care. (Update: We did have enough families commit to December 21 and 22 so we could see how our plan would work! We would
need additional families/students to sign up to enable us to offer this option should we be in a Distance Learning Phase).
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Dignity & Respect - December 2020
When thinking of a student that should be nominated for the Dignity and Respect award, I tend to
think of the bible verse from Galatians 5:22-23 where the fruits of the spirit are given. Paul says
“But the fruits of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law.”
The 3rd grade student that has earned this month’s award has a quiet, caring and kind personality.
He has many, if not all of the fruits of the Spirit as described in the Bible. He is friendly with
everyone in his class, willing to help another student out without looking for a repayment. You can
often find him doing small deeds like picking up a pencil, helping another student with math, or
pushing in a chair. He shows joy, gentleness, and self-control in his daily life. He is an athlete and
excels in soccer so much that he was a winner for the Knights of Columbus Soccer Shootout this
year!
It is my honor to nominate Jackson Hill as the winner of the Dignity and Respect Award this month.
~Mrs. Richter~

Character Award Winners
December - “Respect”
Back Row: Left - Right: Avery Hill (5th), Ellora Bengelink (6th)
Logan Wangler (3rd), William Hogg (4th)
Front Row: Left - Right: Helen Schwerdt (2nd), Cole Kaberle (K),
Madeline Piwowarski (1)

P.E Players of the Month

Back Row: Left - Right:
Emmerson Rummel (2nd) - A great soccer player and overall good
team player.
Max DeVries(6th) - A great team player and always makes class
more enjoyable.
Liam Griffiths (3rd) - A great athlete who always does his best.
Tessa Ouwinga(5th) - Overall great athlete and a natural leader.
Ellie Schwerdt(4th) - A leader and one of the hardest working PE
students in the entire school.
Front Row: Left - Right:
Cole Kaberle (K) - A natural leader and always does his best.
Amelia Monroe (1st) - A hard worker who leads by example.
Brady Mayhew (JK) - A great attitude and always puts forth good
effort.

Partners in

FAITH

Helping our children grow in their Catholic faith.

™

January 2021

St. Ann School
Fr. Michael Janowski, Pastor

Thoughtful
Moments
Pope Emeritus on joy
“The Holy Spirit gives us joy.
And he is joy. Joy is the gift in
which all the other gifts are
included. It is the expression of
happiness, of being in harmony
with ourselves, that which can
only come from being in harmony
with God and with his creation.”
(Pope Benedict XVI)

Kindness
In today’s world, sharing
kindness can make a difference.
Remember how good it felt the
last time someone showed you
an unexpected favor? Look for
ways to be kind, even when it’s
unexpected. It can be something
simple, like holding the door for
the person behind you or offering
prayers for those who need them.
“Have no anxiety about anything,
but in everything by prayer and
supplication with thanksgiving let
your requests be made
known to God. And
the peace of God,
which passes all
understanding, will
keep your hearts
and your minds
in Christ Jesus”
(Philippians 4:67).
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Five family New Year resolutions
New Year’s resolutions can be
useful ways to improve family life.
When reflecting on the past year,
improvements or goals may suggest
themselves. It’s
important to set
realistic, measurable,
and reasonable
resolutions the entire
family can embrace.
Consider these
ideas:
Increase family
time. Even when
we work from
home, it can
be difficult to
find regular time
to be together. Resolve to add family
time to your week. Vary the activities,
but not the company. Pick a convenient
schedule – Friday, after dinner, for
example – write it on the calendar, and
don’t let anything interfere.
Get more sleep. Getting enough sleep
is critical for health, happiness, and

peace. Set a mandatory lights-out time
for the entire family – parents, too.
Exercise together. The best way
to teach healthy habits is to model
them. Make more time for family
bike rides, walks around your
neighborhood, hikes in
nature.
Unplug. Resolve to
put down all devices at
mealtime and during
family time. Many
schools are using
computers to
deliver instruction.
Workplaces have
become virtual.
Taking a break from screens to
hold in-person conversations during the
day can be a refreshing break.
Worry less. Resolve to avoid worrying
about what may or may not happen.
Add prayer, Eucharistic Adoration,
Scripture reading, daily Mass to your
family time to teach children to rely on
God.

Why do we praise God?

When the disciples asked
Jesus how to pray, he began
with “hallowed be thy name.”
But God doesn’t need our
praise; he knows he is
perfect. We praise God
because he loves us and

because he is good. In fact, when
we realize the gratitude and praise
that we owe God, we want to give
him what he is due. “It is good
to give thanks to the Lord, to sing
praises to thy name, O Most High”
(Psalm 92:1).

Partners in Faith
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Support children through difficult times
As the pandemic continues throughout the country, it can
be challenging to reassure children that all is well. Try
these tips to calm fears and manage stress.
Keep routines in place. Even if you’re at
home all day, sticking to a regular schedule is
key. Try to make sure youngsters have some
structure, like getting up, eating and going to
bed around the same time every day. Have
children dressed, breakfasted, and ready for
class at the usual hour. Youngsters benefit
from knowing what to expect and when.
Add variety. In the evenings, play a board game, put
together a puzzle, bake desserts, take turns reading a new

book aloud.
Share your confidence in God’s care. During
family prayer, teach children to commit
concerns to God. Together, read
Bible stories that demonstrate how
others have relied on God’s care.
Joseph’s confidence that God
would deliver him from evil,
Abraham’s faith that God
would give him and Sarah
a son, the Israelites’ reliance
on God to deliver them from
slavery.

Mark 1:21-28, More than just
Scripture
LE SSO N a teacher
In this Gospel reading, we read
that Jesus entered the synagogue at
Capernaum with his apostles to teach.
Most teachers would draw
from the writings of other
scholars for authority, and
would begin, “Thus says the
Lord…” but Jesus said, “I tell
you…” As God, he already
knew what the Scriptures
meant without leaning
on someone else’s teaching.
Jesus taught as one who had the
authority of God and that astonished
his listeners. Even the unclean spirits
who were torturing a man at the
synagogue recognized Jesus as “the

Holy One of Israel.” Clearly, this was
no ordinary teacher!
Jesus showed his authority again
when he performed an exorcism on
the man. The unclean spirits had no
choice but to obey him
when he commanded
them to depart, despite
their reluctance.
What can a parent
do? Jesus shows us that
God’s power and love are greater
than any evil. Teach children that they
can talk to Jesus about anything that
happens, good or bad. At the same
time, stress that Jesus is God and
deserves to be worshipped and obeyed.

saving plan. It is also at this time when
God revealed Jesus as his “beloved Son”
(Matthew 3:17).
Jan. 3 – Epiphany of Our Lord
Jan. 17 – St. Anthony of Egypt
(1st Century). Epiphany is Greek for
(356). Born to a rich family around
manifestation. When they honored the
250 A.D. in Egypt, St.
infant Jesus with gold, frankincense
Anthony gave up his riches
and myrrh, the three wise men bore
to live a life of simplicity
witness to the fulfillment of God’s
in the desert. Eventually,
promise of a savior.
other monks seeking
Jan. 10 – Baptism of the Lord (1st
the same lifestyle
Century). Jesus began his public
followed him into
ministry by getting baptized by St.
the desert and
John the Baptist. Jesus was free of sin,
he founded a
but he allowed himself to be baptized community of
in order to “fulfill all righteousness”
hermits. He is
(Matthew 3:15). By his baptism, Jesus the founder of
declared his willingness to fulfill God’s monasticism.

I stopped making New Year’s
resolutions a few years ago. I had
trouble remembering to exercise daily
or clean house weekly. Finally,
frustrated and dissatisfied, I
decided to do something
different. I resolved to find
one small way to serve.
During the pandemic,
the Knights
of Columbus
have
continued to put
notices in the parish bulletin asking for
donations for their soup kitchen, and
volunteers to cook meals. My husband
and I decided to help out, and make it a
family affair.
Now, once a month on a Wednesday
afternoon, my daughters and I spend a
few hours cooking and boxing up meals
for our hungry neighbors. My youngest
daughter, mask in place, plays “hostess”
and welcomes people. Her older sister
hands out Styrofoam containers with
meals. It is a small contribution, but for
the people we serve, it is an act of love.
Finally, a resolution I can keep!
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(Unless noted, Bible quotes and references are from the
Revised Standard Version and New American Bible (Rev.).)
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