
December 22, 2009 St. Ann School Mr. Craig King, Principal 

Christmas Mass Schedule 
Christmas Eve 4:00 PM, 6:00 PM 

and 11:00 PM 
Christmas Day: 10:30 AM 

ST. ANN SCHOOL 
MISSION STATEMENT 

Guided by the Holy Spirit, we at St. 
Ann School provide a Catholic 
education that meets the needs of 
students spiritually, academically, 
physically, and socially. 

Merry Christmas 
 

During the Advent season, quite often we allow ourselves to become so 
busy that we forget what it is we are celebrating. It is important that we 
slow ourselves down and take time to reflect and pray on the coming of 
Jesus. We need to spend time with family and pray on the multiple comings 
of Jesus; his birth over 2000 years ago, his life with us today, and his 
return at the end of time. 
The entire staff at St. Ann School wish you and your families the very 
merriest Christmas and we look forward to seeing all of you in the new 
year.  

January 
 

4th—School resumes 
5th—Band concert, 7:00 PM Parish Hall 
5th—4/5th Spirits @ St. Mary, 5:30 PM 
11th—4/5 Spirits @ St. Peter, 5:30 PM 
11th—6/7 Spirits @ St. Peter, 6:30 PM 
12th—Dress Code Town Hall Mtg. 6:30 PM 
13th—4/5 Spirits vs. Trinity, 5:30 PM 
13th—6/7 Spirits vs. Trinity, 6:30 PM 
15th & 16th—Basketball Tourney TBA 
20th—Sacramental Prep Mtg. 7:00 PM 
22nd—End of quarter 
29th—PALS, Progress reports go home 
30th—Winterfest - Casino Night 2010 
31st—Start of Catholic Schools Week 

Resources for You 
 

 Attached you will find the liturgical calendar for 2009-2010. It is a 
great resource for families to use throughout the year. Hang the 
calendar in a prominent place in your home so you can refer to it. 

 
 The Partners in Faith is also attached and includes some great articles 

about how we can make our new year a happy one. Did you ever 
wonder why Catholics do works of charity? Take a look. 

 
 Finally, check out the letter on the back in regards to how you can 

participate in the upcoming Winterfest, Saturday, January 30th, 2010.  

Final Reminder 
 

As you prepare for your year-end giving, please consider the St. Ann 
School Endowment Fund through the Cadillac Area Community Foundation. 
Your gift to the foundation not only helps preserve the quality of education 
at St. Ann School, but you also get a tax benefit. A Michigan tax credit of 
up to $100 is available to individual taxpayers who are single or married and 
filing separately, or up to $200 for married couples filing jointly. Go to:  
www.cadillacfoundation.org for more information. 
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Dear St. Ann Parents, 
 
As the Christmas season is upon us, it is important to remember all the blessings we have. We are blessed with the 
gifts of Father Murphy, Father San, parishioners, parents, teachers, staff and all that they do for us to support       
St. Ann Church and School. At this time of year, it is also a blessing that we live in the winter wonderland of 
northern Michigan, in such a great community as Cadillac. 
 
Another blessing we have is the generosity of all our volunteers. In order for us to keep our cost down and maintain 
a high quality of education, volunteer efforts are a must here at St. Ann School. On behalf of the parishioners and 
staff of St. Ann School and Parish, we thank you for your time and commitment to this effort.  
 
Oktoberfest has long been the largest fund raiser for St. Ann School. Over the years, the Oktoberfest has changed 
to best serve our families, parishioners and the greater Cadillac community. This year, the decision was made to 
split the gaming and beverage portion of the Oktoberfest into an event of its own, so now we have Winterfest - 
Casino Night! We are very excited about this new event, as our goal is to build community and give parents, 
parishioners, and the Cadillac community an opportunity to get out and have some fun during the dull-drums of 
winter. Of course, our secondary goal is to raise some funds for St. Ann School. 
 
Events such as the Oktoberfest and Winterfest are our way of avoiding student fundraisers such as magazine and 
candy sales. We are enlisting your help in making the Winterfest a success. First and foremost, we invite you to 
come and have a good time. This grown-up’s event is not just for gamers, we will have fantastic hors d’oeuvres, 
beverages, and live music. It is a perfect time to relax and catch up with friends. In the spirit of “fun”raising, we are 
enlisting your help in selling tickets to the Winterfest event.  
 
We have attached four tickets per family. Invite family, friends, and neighbors to this fun social event. The 
Winterfest tickets are $25 each and include entrance to the event and raffle, two beverages, incredible hors 
d'oeuvres, and live music. The grand prize is a family vacation package which includes two nights lodging plus ski 
lift tickets for up to six people. More details to come. Also, there are four $100 prizes. While you are visiting with 
family and friends over break, try and sell the enclosed tickets. Then when you come back to school in the new 
year, if you need more tickets, please contact the parish or school office.  
 
Peace, 
 
 
Craig King, Principal 

800 W. 13th St • Cadillac, Michigan 49601• 231.775.1301• Fax: 231.775.5433 
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 Why Do  
Catholics
 Do That?

Partners in

Helping our children grow in their Catholic faith.                                                                                                   January 2010

FAITHFAITH
™

   A new year is a chance to embrace   
change and start new. This year, as you 
make your personal resolutions, why 
not also set goals 
for your family 
that will 
strengthen and 
nurture each 
member.
   1. Eat healthier. 
Medical 
journals 
report that 
nine million 
children in 
the United 
States are 
obese or 
overweight. This year, try to avoid 
serving junk or overly processed foods 
and sit down together to average sized 
portions of fresh, healthy foods.
   2. Stay calm. Words can heal or hurt. 
Resolve to avoid yelling and use only 
kind words.
   3. Monitor input. Children absorb 
what they see and hear. Restrict what 

your child watches on TV or plays on 
the computer.
   4. Keep moving. Go on family walks, 

bike rides, or go roller blading 
together. Find fun ways to get 

family exercise and 
spend more time 
together.
   5. Read together 
more. Reading 
together at any age 
can increase 
attention span and 

provide time for 
closeness. Why 
not combine   

     two great activities and read 
together from the Bible?

   6. Seek the Sacraments. Our souls 
need Sacraments the way our bodies 
need nourishment. Through the 
Sacraments Jesus instituted, the Holy 
Spirit dispenses a share of divine life 
with each encounter. Resolve to receive 
Confession regularly as a family and let 
nothing come between you and the 
Eucharist on Sunday.

Why do Catholics 
perform works of charity?

    While on Earth, Jesus told 
us to care for the poor and 
needy. In Matthew 25:31-46, 
he said there is a great 
reward for obedience and 
a terrible punishment for 
neglect.
   As a result, “The 
exercise of charity 
became established as one 

of (the Church’s) essential 
activities, along with the 
administration of the 
sacraments and the 
proclamation of the Word … 
the Church cannot neglect the 

service of charity any more than 
she can neglect the Sacraments 

and the Word” (Pope Benedict XVI, 
Deus Caritas Est).

 

Special Sacraments
   Most Catholic adults 
remember their First 
Communion and First 
Confession with 
surprising clarity. If 
your child, or 
someone close to your family, is 
receiving these Sacraments for the 
first time this year, share your 
memories as testimony to how 
special these Sacraments are to every 
Catholic.

Responsibility   
   Allowing our children to handle 
some of their own age appropriate 
problems builds confidence and life 
skills. For example, if your child 
forgets to set the table for dinner, sit 
down to a bare table and let her 
scramble for plates. Making lessons 
memorable help them last.

  Name of names
   In January we celebrate the Holy 
Name of Jesus. “…at the name of 
Jesus every knee should bend, of those in 
heaven and on earth and under the 
earth” (Philippians 2:10). In fact, the 
English letters IHS – representing 
the first three 
Greek letters 
in Jesus’ 
name – 
used to be 
written over 
the doors of 
Christian 
homes.
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   Partners in Faith™

Feasts&Celebrations

Scripture
LESSON

 
Luke 4:21-30, 
Hear it, live it

   From the time God promised a 
Messiah, people imagined a marvelous 
king who would defeat Israel’s enemies. 
They certainly didn’t expect 
someone ordinary or 
someone they already 
knew.
   Still, when Jesus’ 
friends and neighbors 
heard what was said 
about his amazing 
deeds, they were ready 
to believe in him. They became 
excited when he read Isaiah’s prophesy 
about the Messiah and announced that it 
was actually about him.
   Then everything changed because Jesus 
had some hard messages for them. He 
warned that their expected blessings 

wouldn’t automatically come to them. 
God’s people have lost their chosen 

place in the past because 
they didn’t listen to his 
prophets and change their 
ways. His friends became 
furious when Jesus 
mentioned God’s grace to 
the Gentiles because the 
Israelites thought Gentiles 

were inferior to themselves. 
They became angry and threw Jesus 
out.
   What can a parent do? Help children 
understand that although the truth 
isn’t always easy to hear, there is no 
substitute for it. If we ignore the truth 
Jesus brought, the doors of Heaven 
may close to us forever.

    Gathering for family prayer doesn’t have to be a 
chore. Try doing something different each night to 
keep it fun and fruitful. For example:
   On Monday, sing your favorite hymns from 
Mass together. Let each person pick one.
   On Tuesday, ask everyone to offer a prayer 
request that benefits someone else. Then pray a 
decade of the Rosary for all of the intentions.
   On Wednesday, read together from Scripture. 
Pick a book, such as a gospel, and read a chapter 
each week. Then talk about what it means.

   On Thursday, take a few minutes to write individual 
prayers. Then pass them around or read them out loud.
   On Friday, light a candle and let each person share 

something good about the week. After each blessing, 
respond with praise such as, “For this, we thank 

our loving God.”
   On Saturday, review the Mass readings for the 
next day (find them at www.usccb.org) and talk 

about their meaning.
   On Sunday, attend Mass as a family. It’s the very 
best family prayer.

 

Make family prayer enjoyable

   January 3 – Epiphany of Our Lord. 
We celebrate the visit of the wise men 
to the infant Jesus. Epiphany is Greek 
for manifestation. When they honored 
the infant Jesus, the three wise men 
bore witness to the fulfillment of God’s 
promise of a savior.
   January 6 – St. John Neumann 
(1860). Born in what is now the Czech 
Republic, St. John Neumann became a 
priest at age 25 and traveled to New 
York. At 41, as bishop of Philadelphia, 
he reorganized the parochial school 
system and increased the number of 

pupils almost twentyfold within a 
short time.
   January 26 - Sts. Timothy and Titus 
(1st century). Timothy was a convert 
of Paul’s and later became his trusted 
friend, joining him in apostolic work. 
He was with Paul at the founding of 
the Church in Corinth. 
Titus was also a 
friend of Paul’s 
who served the 
early Church 
as a 
peacemaker 
and as 
administrator 
to a community 
on Crete.
 

Parent

TALK
   My family was all smiles as we walked 

out of the baseball 
stadium. Having 
spent the day in the 
sunshine, eating all 
the popcorn, 
peanuts and 
hotdogs we could, 
there was little 
more to want.
   That wasn’t the 

case for a man 
sitting on the curb. 

He didn’t speak, but 
held a sign saying that he was jobless 
and hungry.
   My Catholic faith has taught me to 
feed the hungry, so I told my son, Jacob, 
to reach into our backpack and give the 
man our unopened bag of peanuts 
because my hands were full. Jacob 
refused. He put his head down, kept 
walking, and said, “I’m too afraid.” He 
didn’t look back.
   Jacob must have felt guilty because he 
mentioned the man in his prayers that 
night. Then I knew that while he may 
not have done the right thing this time, 
the seed I planted was starting to grow.
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